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Our Mission is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  

 

Our Vision is to grow and 

live in the spirit of Christ. 

A Note from Pastor Gary 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Grace and Peace and Joy be with you and your  

families.  

“Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all 

die, but we will all be changed.” (1 Corinthians 

15:51a) 

Change Happens. Whether we like it or  not, 

change happens. Here, in late October, we have 

watched the trees change color, the daylight hours get 

shorter, the weather getting colder, and one year  

becomes another. As we get older, our bodies begin to 

wear out and change. We change jobs frequently  

during our lives. We move from one home to another 

and then to another, perhaps in a different state or 

country. Technology is constantly changing and there 

is nothing any of us can do about it. The world’s  

climate systems are changing and hopefully there is 

something we can do about it. Pandemics come and 

go. Wars are started and ended. Some changes we 

take in stride. Some changes we resist but eventually 

accede. Some changes we vehemently resist and  

never give in to. This is true for individuals and  

families. It is true for churches, even if the changes 

are needed to be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

Here is a comic and a meme: 



mainline churches have relied on having the programs in place to bring in new 

people. Are there young families moving into the neighborhood? We must have 

Sunday School or Wednesday School. Are there a lot of teenagers in the  

community? We must have a Youth Group that does a lot of things that interest 

them. Oh, yeah. We also need a Women’s Group, a Men’s Group, and three Bibles 

Studies. Do we need money? Let’s have an annual rummage sale, harvest festival, 

turkey dinner, or lutefisk dinner. None of these are inherently bad, but . . . 

What happens when people lack the energy or enthusiasm for doing these things? 

Do we hang on to them for dear life hoping someone steps up to take them over, or 

do we let them, the programs, go? Sometimes for churches to have new life, grow 

and flourish, some things will need to die. The time between death and life may 

seem long and we get anxious. This time between is liminal time. It is the  

Saturday between Holy Friday and Resurrection Sunday. 

What is your feeling/thoughts/instincts about what new life in Alexandria UMC 

will look like in the future? How do we faithfully serve God and neighbor in the 

age to come? We will all be changed. What does that look like for Alexandria 

UMC? 

Peace in Christ – Pastor Gary 

Recently, a friend and I talked about 

churches needing to change and 

adapt. For the evangelical church he 

thought that the pillars of right,  

absolutist theology were crumbling. I 

responded that for the mainline 

church the pillars of having correct 

programs were crumbling. These two 

statements are something I will have 

process further. But let me press the 

point on my statement. For decades  



2021 Worship Service 
Attendance 

Oct  3  102  
Oct  10  108    
Oct  17  106     
Oct  24    99   
Oct  31   

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, people 

serving in dangerous and difficult 

settings, returned and returning 

service people and their families, all 

who seek and await peace. Please 

pray for the Baustian family as 

they grieve the loss of Patricia 

Baustian.  

Publication Date for the next 

Messenger: 

 Articles for the December  issue need to 

be in the office by NOON on Monday 

December  20th 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policy—the church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present 
in the building.  Please call ahead 
before you come to church, as there 
are times when we are not in the 
building, even though we are working.  
Also, most days someone is in the 
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and 
later than 1:00 p.m. 

November  
Birthdays 

November 1st   Doug Sherman 

November 2nd  Merill Kiehne 

November 3rd  Ted Durkee 

November 4th  Calib Galbraith 

November 4th          Roger Thompson 

November 5th   Tom Kraemer 

November 6th   Dennis Dischler 

November 6th   Jorden Stanbra 

November 7th        Aaron Bumgarner 

November 8th  Peg Gunderson 

November 10th   Rachel Kor 

November 11th   Olivia Bartell 

November 14th   Keven Jansen 

November 14th          Connie Mehesan 

November 18th  Judy Florell 

November 18th          Rob Tryggeseth 

November 18th       Randy Winger 

November 21st    Lexi Dirkes 

November 28th  Noah Dirkes 

November 28th   Mitch Loch 

November 29th   Sherrie Brink 

  



Store Cards: Reminder we have store cards available from CUB, Elden’s, Fleet Farm, and Garden 

Center. A portion of your purchase goes back to the church’s general fund.  We have denominations  of  

25,$50 and $100 dollar cards. Store cards are available Sunday mornings and  in the church office during 

the week.  

 

November Bible Verses 
 

Week of November 7th: Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24-28;  Mark 12:38-44 

Week of November 14th: 1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-14; 19-25; Mark 

13:1-8 

Week of November 21st: 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

Thanksgiving Day November 25th: Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126; 1 Timothy 2:1-7;  

Matthew 6:25-33  

Week of November 28th: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 21:25-36; 1  

Thessalonians 3:9-13 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  As you all know we are looking to enhance the audio and visual system in 

the sanctuary. To do this we need the congregations input on what ideas you would all like be  

incorporated into the Audio and Visual system for the church. Any input would be helpful. Have you been 

to other churches that have audio/visual system what did or didn't you like about it? We want to make 

this the best we can for all of  you our congregation. So please consider being on the committee and help 

with deciding what will work for everyone. Thank You.  

Thanksgiving Meal:  The Church of St.Mary is hosting a FREE Thanksgiving Dinner on 

Thanksgiving Day, November 25th from 11:30 to 1:00 PM in the St Mary’s School gym at 420  

Irving Street, 9use school entrance) . This meal is for those who would be alone  or those who 

would simply like to share a meal with others who live in the community, We also offer delivery 

of 1 to 2 hot meals per address to those who are homebound.  

~To take part in the meal , just come.  

 ~For meal deliveries to homebound, call 763-9429 (from Oct. 30 to Nov.19th)  

~To volunteer to help with the dinner   set-up, dining room , clean up, or as a delivery driver. 

Call: 618-292-0506 or 320-834-3722 (after Oct 30) or gracehlambert@yahoo.com.  

~To donate a Pumpkin or fruit pie, (no cream or custard pies) please bring to St . Mary’s School 

Kitchen on Wednesday afternoon Nov. 27, from 12-5pm or Thanksgiving Morning before 10 AM. 

~All donations and volunteers are greatly appreciated.  

mailto:gracehlambert@yahoo.com


In the Know.. News you need to know about your church 

Abigail Kor Live Music  

When: Saturday November 13th 

Time: 1PM 

Location: Forbidden Barrel Brewing 

Address: 900 3rd Ave Worthington, MN 

56187 

Everyone welcome to come and listen to 

some great music.  

Parish News  
TRUST FUND GRANT-Since 2014 The  

Alexandria United Church Trust Fund has  

given $46,055 to non-profits. Last year grant  

recipients were Dodoma Tanzania Health $4806, 

Lowell and Ruth Gess Eye Hospital $1500 and 

Runestone Museum Foundation $2150. This year 

$9022 is available through the grant process. Do 

you have a favorite non-profit organization or 

charitable cause? The grant application is available 

now! Contact Ginger in the church office or any 

member of the committee (Deb Parrott, Linda 

DeWitt, Jean Bristow, Ron Schutte or Chuck 

Holm) to obtain a copy of the application.  

Completed applications are due to the church of-

fice by December 1, 2021.  

FELLOWSHIP: Good morning  

everyone.  We have recently had the  

opportunity to show our care for fellow  

members of the Alexandria United Methodist 

Church by serving a food function following a  

funeral or Celebration of Life Service.  We  

currently have a short list of people that we are 

aware of that volunteer to help with preparation or 

serving or providing bars or salads.  We are sure 

there are many of you in our fellowship that would 

be more than willing to help, but just aren't aware 

of the need at a given time.  If you would be  

willing to be put on a list for any of the  

opportunities, please call Ginger in the office and 

leave your name and preferred phone number.  We 

know there are times when it will not work for 

you, but would really appreciate being able to ex-

pand our list of particpants.  Thanks in advance.     

Carol Meyer and Betty Van Zommeren. 

CONGRATULATIONS: to Josh and Amanda 

Langner on the birth of their daughter Evelyn Mable. 

Evelyn was baptized on Sunday October 31, 2021 by 

Rev. Dr. Lowell Gess. We pray that God will bless 

Evelyn, her brother Oliver and her parents Josh and 

Amanda.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello CYF Family! 
We had a great October! We started confirmation and  

had a blast making brownies at youth group!  

Please check out our calendar for events coming  

up! We have our pie auction and chili feed coming up  

on November 21st! The youth will be making chili and a 

couple of pies for the auction. If you have any chili  

supplies, please let me know! The pizza oven will be 

supplying bread for the occasion! Just a reminder, we 

will be packing shoeboxes on Nov. 17th! Please bring  

supplies and $9 dollars for shipping by Sunday, Nov. 14 

so I am able to plan for anything additional that we  

will need to get before hand. Again, I am hoping to  

pack 10 boxes so if you want to collect quarters for more than one box that is totally fine!  
I already got 10 water bottles off of the list.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or prayer requests!  

God bless, Megan Lenz 

 
CYF NEWSLETTER 

November, 2021 



CHECK OUT OUR ACTIVITES FROM NOVEMBER! 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Alanon meeting 

3 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Group 

4 5 6 

7  

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

10:30 AM Sunday 

School 

Dist. Super  Int. Laurie 

Kantonen will be here 

to worship with us 

today.  

8 

 

9 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Alanon meeting 

10 

5:30 PM Trustees 

mtg 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation   

6:30 PM  

Childen’s /youth 

family fun night 

11 

6:30 Church Council 

12 13 

14 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

10:30 AM Sunday 

School 

15 

12:00 PM  Zetelic  

group 

 

16 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Alanon meeting 

6:30 PM PEO Group 

17 

 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Group 

18 

9:30 AM Joy Circle 

6:30 PM LAPCCA 

Meeting 

19 20 

21 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

10:30 Pie Auction/ Chili 

Feed fundraiser 

12:00 PM  Church 

Conference 

 

22 

 

23 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Alanon meeting 

24 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship service  7 

PM  

 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

25 

Office Closed  

26 

Office 

Closed  

27 

28        UM Student Day 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

10:30 AM Sunday 

School 

29 

 

30 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Alanon meeting 

    

   



The Messenger 
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Alexandria, MN  56308 

Return Service Requested 

Alexandria United Methodist Church Staff/ Office Hours 
Address: 2210 6th Ave East                             Office is open (9:00-1:00) 

Website: www.alexumc.org          Youtube Channel - AlexUMC 

 

Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday/email: (pastorgary@alexumc.org) 

Ginger Mayer– Administrative Assistant  Email: (office@alexumc.org)  

Phone: 320-763-4624  Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30 

Megan Lenz– Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries (CYFM)  

Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri (9-11:30) Email (chidrens@alexumc.org) 


